2021
Thoughts from Pastor Andrew:

Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills,
While we must still be very vigilant about the COVID pandemic, it is so
WONDERFUL to have gone a rather significant period now without any of
our members testing positive. And with so many having received the vaccination, I believe we are experiencing at present a long-awaited break in
the clouds and that things in our community are easing back into normalcy.
Thank you, dear Jesus!!
At SOTH, we will continue to stress the seriousness of the illness’s spread but will also
be going back to some of our old ways of doing things. For instance, we will return to using our Altar Rail for Confession and Holy Communion on April 1st, which will be Maundy
Thursday. We are happy to restore usage of the Common Cup for those who have missed
it. The collection plates will be passed again, and we will be encouraging our members to
use the Records of Fellowship, which will be returned to the pews. Yet, in spite of all of
these changes, members are, of course, welcome to continue using their masks, attend
services from the Fellowship Hall (where services will still be livestreamed) and receive
Holy Communion standing up and away from the Altar Rail if they prefer. Services will still
be livestreamed for those choosing to stay at home as well. In other words, we will be
striving to accommodate EVERYONE beginning in April… those who wish to take precautions and those who are eager to do those things we did before the pandemic.
It’s going to be a great Easter!! After two failed attempts last year, I know the Lord will
grant us a wonderful celebration of His glorious resurrection this year!! And with Pastor
Beabout helping in so many ways throughout Holy Week, I expect our liturgies and celebrations to be even richer than years previous.
May the risen Lord, Jesus Christ, fill us all with Easter gladness and increase within us
our hope of life everlasting with Him in our heaven, our place of eternal peace and joy!!
God Bless you,
Where to find - Page 9
Pastor Andrew

Thoughts from Pastor John:

Assistant Pastor, John Beabout

Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills,
Do you like surprises? If you remember, Gomer on the Andy Griffith Show sure
did! As a matter of fact, one of his favorite expressions was: “Surprise, surprise, surprise!” I loved that good-hearted innocence of Gomer. He was ever being delighted
by surprises.
Many times, surprises bring good things and good news into your life. Good news
like your son or daughter has just arrived safely home from active duty overseas. Or
your grandson or granddaughter has just been awarded a full-ride scholarship to college. Or your daughter was just given birth to your first grandchild.
But sometimes surprises bring bad things and bad news. Like the pink slip you have just received
telling you that the plant is closing and you are losing your job. Or the doctor reading the pathologist’s
report to you which says that you have cancer. Or your young teenage daughter telling you that she is
pregnant. But when the news is bad, thankfully you have a God who is in the business of turning bad
new into “Good News” and your sorrow into joy.
Luke’s story of that first Easter morning was full of people being surprised. The first to be surprised were the women who arrived at the tomb early that Sunday morning. They expected Jesus to be
dead. The have brought spices to anoint Jesus’ dead body. They expected Jesus’ tomb to be sealed and
guarded.
Instead, surprised, they found the stone rolled away from the tomb’s entrance. And there were
no guards. And there was no body of Jesus. What was their reaction? They were perplexed! An empty
tomb was not what they had expected to find.
The next to be surprised were the two angels at the tomb. The angels were surprised that the
women were perplexed. They said: “Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen.” What? He’s not dead? He’s risen? He’s alive? This certainly was not what the women expected to see and hear.
Leaving the angels, the women returned and told the news to the apostles who were surprised
at the news as well. Did they receive the women’s news of Jesus’ resurrection with joy and jubilation?
No, they doubted! They did not believe! Peter ran to the tomb to see for himself. “Stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and he went home marveling at what
had happened.”
They should have known better! Jesus had told them beforehand that this would happen. The
angels were surprised at their unbelief saying to them: “Remember how he told you, while he was still
in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on
the third day rise.” Jesus had predicted His death, and He’d predicted His resurrection. There should be
no surprise that He’s risen and alive!
It’s no surprise for you! Just believe! He is not dead! He is risen! He is alive! And because He
lives, you too shall live! So rejoice! “Alleluia! He is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” God bless!
In Christ,
Pastor John
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A note from our President

Nancy Burns
Jesus Sees the Big Picture!

We are all very happy that Spring is here and we are able to gather together again! When we
experience challenges, it is often difficult to see that there is hope. The apostles also experienced
challenges when seeing Jesus go through suffering, but He fulfilled His promise and came back to
them as the Risen Savior! All along, Jesus explained His Big Picture to them, but it was difficult for
them to understand.
Speaking of the Big Picture, at Shepherd of the Hills we feature a team who understands the
foundation that Technology builds for many aspects of our church. In today’s world, technology
touches everything. We celebrate those who have the skills and knowledge to implement creative ways to keep our church connected. This was instrumental during the past year when we
could not always meet as we wanted.
We especially thank Kristin Knight for taking initiative to live stream services and events and
for always being available when needed. We thank her team members for supporting the
efforts that add to our worship and outreach. The Technology Team has helped us reach
out across the community, the nation and possibly the world to bring the Word of God
from Shepherd of the Hills to others. Please take time to read more about the history of
technology in this month’s newsletter.
Another team who thinks about the Big Picture is Early Childhood Ministry (ECM). Bringing
our Lord’s message to children in our community is a great mission. John Beck, Victoria Williamson and the ECM team members work closely with Director Sabrina Gunderson and staff to ensure that we have the “best Christian Daycare” in Crossville, Tennessee! Please check out their
Spotlighting Article in the May Shepherd’s Staff.

In Portals of Prayer for April, we pray
“Lord, we ask You to not let us live just for the moment or look out only for ourselves. Help us to
see the big picture of Your plan for our lives, because we already know the great ending. Set our
minds on the things of Your kingdom and not on the things of this world. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.”
May we all remember that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ sees the Big Picture of our lives and
welcomes us into His kingdom.
Nancy
Nancy Burns, President
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SOTH Welcomes Assistant Pastor John Beabout
and wife Stella in a big way.
On Sunday March 7th Pastor Roger
Pavola installed Pastor John Beabout as
the Assistant Pastor of the Shepherd of
the Hills. We celebrated with a luncheon provided by the Growth Committee.
Pictured left, Pastors Pavola, Beabout
and Abraham. Pictured right are Stella
and Pastor John.

A THANK YOU FROM PASTOR JOHN
Dear members of Shepherd of the Hills,
You all made Sunday, March 7th such a special day for me, Stella,
and our family and friends. There are so many people to thank
who worked not only that day, but also weeks beforehand, to make
my Installation service, luncheon, and the entire day so absolutely
wonderful, beautiful, and meaningful. First and foremost, my
thanks is lifted to the Lord, who opened this door, called me, and
brought us here to you last May. Second, I would like to thank my
dear wife Stella, who has supported me every step of the way on
this journey! She is a true gift and blessing from God!
The Growth Committee Team: Chuck
I would also like to thank Pastor Andrew and the special bond
and Kathy Buchtrup, Carol Woodley, Jan and friendship we have forged in this team ministry serving our Lord
Simko, Dianne Corn, Salli Lemke our chair- and you. And to our church Secretary Chris, who supports your two
man and Sue Cox. The team would also like Pastors in so many ways throughout our everchanging workdays and
to thank those that volunteered side dishes
work weeks. And to Rick Weyhrich and Erin and Will Siler for their
and in the clean-up.
special music that day. To Kristin and the Tech team, and to Salli and
the Growth team, and to Charlene and the Fellowship and Kitchen team, and to Steve and all of our church Elders – I
sincerely say thank you. You are all so talented, dedicated, and hardworking. You did an amazing job!
Through the church’s live streaming, you also made it a special day for all our family and friends who couldn’t be
here with us and they also extend their thanks to all of you as well. What a blessing you are to our SOTH ministry.
You are awesome! And I also want to thank our District President, the Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola and his wife, Pat who
made the long trip from Memphis to preach our sermon and Install me as your Assistant Pastor.
In closing, I would also like to extent both my and Stella’s special thanks to Phil and Linda Winterroth who have
been our dear friends since our first meeting in the sanctuary of SOTH during a worship service almost five years ago.
It was Linda’s encouragement to Pastor Andrew to give me a call that started the chain reaction of events that
brought us here to you. Yes, it is absolutely amazing the way the Lord
works in our lives, His gracious will and wonders to perform!
Thank You!!
In Christ,
Pastor John
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The Sheepdogs Board

Wayne Croy, Chairman
The Sheepdog Mission Statement

We are the Safety and Security Committee also know as the
“Sheepdogs”. Our mission is to have a safe and secure place to worship
by providing help in any emergency situation. We also furnish useful safety tips and training
for the congregation.
We are always looking for volunteers for this committee. While some members have prior
experience in law enforcement, the medical field or fire training. Anyone interested in this
ministry will be welcome. Every two years we need to renew our CPR and AED certificates. We
meet every odd numbered month. Our meetings last approximately 1—1 ½hours.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, May 4th at 10:00 AM.

2021 SLF Annual Fundraiser
“VIRTUAL” Golfing!
Purchase a round (s) of golf at FFG for $36 per round (FFG preferred
member rate) thru the end of April. Coupons will be available May 1st.

Coupons Redeemable at any FFG golf course.
For those who live in FFG, you can purchase rounds of golf at the same preferred member
price and still benefit SLF! Coupons can be used for any guests that will be visiting! For nonFFG members it is a great deal! You can buy rounds of golf at preferred member pricing and
coupons can be used on any FFG golf course.
Contact FFG Central Tee Times at 931-484-3729 up to 7 days in advance of your preferred
tee time and turn your coupon in to the pro-shop when you check-in!

Please make checks payable to Shepherds Little Flock.
Please submit checks to SLF, Keith Moerdyk or mail to:
SLF Golf Outing
1461 Sparta Hwy.
Crossville, TN 38572
Questions? Please call Keith Moerdyk @ 931-261-2325 (be prepared to leave a message)
or email: keithmoerdyk@gmail.com
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Getting to Know Our Boards and Committees
Our TECHNOLOGY BOARD

Kristin Knight, Chairman

The SOTH Tech Team “Powered by Technology, Driven by Faith"
“During this entire pandemic I have worshiped with Shepherd of the Hills
almost every Sunday. One day, I hope, it will be safe enough for me to actually
attend services at the church.” This remarkable statement is made possible by
the wonders of live streaming and playbacks of our many weekly worship services by our own Tech Team. During the past year we have witnessed the tech
team become a vibrant ministry - an activity carried out by Christians to express
or spread their faith – allowing all our members to worship in the safety of their
homes. Who are these people and how did this team come about?
Way back in ’98, when Don Guckenberger, as member of the then Board of
Trustees, first met Judy Bowman, the church secretary, she exclaimed that her computer was
‘possessed!’ This began a technology quest that has not ceased. Don, with tremendous assistance
from Steve Yeager, set out to solve Judy’s problem: new computers were provided for the Pastor, SLF
Director and church secretary and the first ‘network’ was created. Steve then gifted our first domain: shepherdcrossvile.org. Amy Wedlund, John & Karan’s daughter-in-law, developed our first website. Blue Aether, later Ciphertek was contracted to maintain our computers and growing network. An
underground cable between the church building and the family life center was installed and a church
campus-wide wifi system connecting all three buildings was created. Meanwhile, people like Gordon
Moerdyk and Jay Hockenberry joined the effort to improve our audio and video capability, donating
resources and sweat equity. Darrin Cotter, after his father passed, looking for a way to serve, volunteered to run the video ministry. He recorded the services, took the camcorder home and made multiple VHS copies each Sunday – a labor of love as this was when it took the same length of time to make
each copy as the length of the service! Later we advanced to digital recordings, which saved considerable time, but still required the production of DVDs. People like John Wedlund, Lloyd Miller and Sue Cox
volunteered to record worship services. Lloyd, then Head Elder, lead the effort to bring these recordings to our shut-ins. The ‘tradition’ of providing DVD funeral services for the deceased’s families began. Way back at the ‘turn of the century’ Rick Weyhrich and the youth requested a computer to make
a music video for an upcoming LCMS youth gathering. We purchased an iMac and thanks to John
Wedlund and the property team the first computer center was built in the choir practice room. A digital phone system allowing intercom between offices and areas of the campus was designed and installed. We purchased a portable projector – perfect for Council and voter meeting presentations and
invaluable for the admin wing building committee to visualize this major addition and manage the construction. With generous help from members such as George McKeel and others we purchased and
installed the two projectors, used almost every Sunday in our Sanctuary and televisions for the new
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Continued on page 7

TECHNOLOGY BOARD

continued from page 6

classrooms and Gathering Place. And in memory of his mother, Gil Johnson donated the assisted
hearing devices used in the sanctuary. In conjunction with Senior Ministry, now SAGE, we conducted two Senior Tech Day sessions where, with the assistance of CypherTech, members and visitors
could bring in their computers, have them checked out and learn about computer security.
With the construction of the admin wing came a realization to formally consider IT – Information Technology. A dedicated room for IT equipment, phone, fire, and network control systems
and access to underground conduits connecting all campus buildings, was created. Sheridan
Miszklevitz, Lloyd Miller, Bob Worshik, Bill Hinterman and Steve Sappenfield all helped install underground conduiting, 1000+ ft of cabling, televisions and phones. Fred Mundt, then council President established the Board of Technology with Don Guckenberger as the first chair. Tim Dienst,
Cyndi Vickers, Jim Whitener, Mia McLelland and Kathy & Andrew Gallagher (our resident photographer) joined the team. For a bunch of ‘novices’ we thought we were pretty good.
Then God sent Kristin Knight to truly bring us into the 21 st century! Since 2018, we have added
security cameras in the main building and on the exterior of the fellowship hall, televisions to the
Gathering Place and the classrooms, printers, laptops, computers and more to the Council and supporting teams. We have a sound room in the Fellowship Hall where we can project presentations/
videos to a 12’ screen and we have a separate set-up in the Fellowship Expansion room for smaller
venues. We have provided SCAM training to the congregation, Microsoft training to the Council
who are using SOTHmail to keep record of church activities and communications between the
Council boards, and maintain a congregational mailing list/service we use daily to communicate
prayers, activities and important messages to our members. Additionally, we have updated our
Church Directory process and are assisting the Council, Church staff, SLF and the congregation with
technology questions/issues as needed.
During the pandemic we have been live-streaming services, congregational
meetings and are only limited by the technology we have on hand. Before the
pandemic we had over 200 people attending worship each Sunday. If we consider that couples are live streaming Sunday service (+40) and that others are replaying the service during the week (+100), we are easily serving more than the
200 in-person worshippers prior to the pandemic. Praise the Lord.
Where are we headed technology wise? We are applying for a grant so we
can move the sound “corner” in the sanctuary choir-loft into the attic area to give
more space to the music ministry and provide space for the new equipment to
enhance the live streaming and provide better support for in-person worship. We are also planning for a pictorial directory effort to kick-off in the spring. We will be
putting an official call out for additional tech team members needed to build teams to support our
live-streaming effort this spring. If you are interested in being part of the live-streaming/sound
team, please contact Kristin Knight, technology@sothmail.org or Don Guckenberger.
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Meet Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Behan.
The bride, Kaitlyn (Kampion) Behan is the
daughter of Pete and Jane Kampion. Pastor Abraham preformed a beautiful ceremony attended by
close family members.

The most moving moment? —
Pete walked Kaitlyn down the
aisle.

Congratulations Brandon & Kaitlyn

MARK YOUR CALENDARS LADIES!

The LWML 2021 Convention
Date: June 24–27, 2021
Location: Lexington, Kentucky
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Scripture Verse:
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the
founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:1-2).
Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and proclaim the joy of the Lord. For more
details go to their website https://www.lwml.org/2021-convention
Please see Debe Hinterman if you are interested in attending.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

Craig Jannusch, Stephen Ministry
Director

After many years, our Stephen Ministry training manuals have been updated and revised
by the St Louis home office. Our Stephen Ministry team, here at SOTH, have received their
new copies and will be using them, along with other sources, in our continuing education
training each month. Our goal is to be well prepared Stephen Ministers so that we can help
our congregational members. No matter what circumstances you may be going through, we
want to be ready to help.
We're ready to walk with you and support you when you need us. Call the
church office at 931-484-3461 or Craig Jannusch at 931-707-5079 to ask about
Stephen Ministry.
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A Legend of the Dogwood
When Christ was on earth, the dogwood grew
To a towering size with a lovely hue,
It’s branches were strong and interwoven
And for Christ’s cross its timbers were chosen.

Being distressed at the use of the wood
Christ made a promise which still holds good:
“Not ever again shall the dogwood grow
To be large enough for a tree, and so
Slender and twisted it shall always be
With cross-shaped blossoms for all to see.
The petals shall have bloodstains marked brown
And in the blossom’s center a thorny crown.
All who see it will think of me,
Nailed to a cross from a dogwood tree.
Protected and cherished this tree shall be
A reflection to all of my agony.
—Author Unknown
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GRAND EVENT: Assimilation on Pentecost Sunday
Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills,
Just wanted you to know of a GRAND EVENT coming to our church
on May 23rd, Pentecost Sunday!! Instead of our normal Bible Study, we
will be using the time in between our morning services to promote and
advertise all our special groups and activities at SOTH, and there are SO
MANY!! We have groups that focus on hobbies and interests, we have
groups that volunteer for church ministries, we have groups that serve
our church in varies and sundry ways. We want everyone to know of all
the opportunities that we offer here at our church.
You have probably noticed that we have a few displays already in our Gathering Place promoting activities and groups at SOTH. But there are so many more we want you and our visitors
to know about. We are strongly encouraging all our groups and committees to consider making a
display similar to those set up in our Gathering Place. This will be YOUR opportunity to get others interested in those things that are important to you. Even if you are representing an activity
that does not require new members at this time, still you should tell us all about what your team
does. Even if you have an interest that has not yet been explored here at SOTH, we want to
know what you want us to know about it. Even if your group is already well known and regularly
advertised, still we want you to brag about how awesome you are.
This is a project of the Assimilation Team, which strives to make all those who attend our
services feel connected and experience that sense of belonging that everyone desires from their
church family. There won’t be a ton of rules to hold you back, so go nuts participating in this
wonderful fair that we are hosting. We will be giving out prizes for creativity, overall pazazz and
success in drawing others into inquiring about your display.
The newly formed subcommittee putting this thing together (as an Assimilation Team activity) is made up of myself, Pastor John and Jerry Brown. We are eager to make this occasion as fun
and as successful as possible and we are ambitious to get as much participation as possible also.
So, whether you choose to make a display or not, PLEASE COME and oh yeah, there will be plenty of fun stuff to eat and drink.

God bless you!!
Pastor Andrew
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SOTH Picture Board

You never know
who will appear at a
Council meeting!

The Recording Secretaries for the Church
Council. Introducing Sue Kelly-Graham to the
team. Who is that bearded fellow?

Property Guys helped the Technology Board by finishing a
Marsha Guckenberger’s
space in the attic to give them
afghan which she literally knits
more space for their equipment.
with her hands! I didn’t
We are so fortunate that we
know knitting could be done
have so many talented members
without needles.
in so many areas of expertise. If
you have a talent you can share,
you are most welcome to come
forward and join us.

Members of
our first tech team,
included Don
Guckenberger, Sheridan Miszklevitz, Bill
Hinterman, Tim
Dienst, Cyndi Vickers, Jim Whitener,
Mia Mclelland,
Kathy & Andrew Gallagher and pictured
SLF
are the late Steve
goes
green
Sappenfield, Bob Worshik and Lloyd Miller working on wiring
for
St.
Patthe new addition to the church proper.

rick’s Day!
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April Celebrations
Date

B
i
r
t
h
d
a
y
s

Name

4/01

Terry Woodley

4/02

Brenda Gorzelitz

4/03

Bob Skewis

4/04

Russ Manthey

4/05

Pete Wiedemann
Corky (Paul) Wilson

4/06

Walt Wood

4/08

Cole Vickers

4/11

Scott Steward

4/13

Diane Torgerson

4/14

Treva Ley
Doug Mundt

Anniversaries
Date
4/10
4/11
4/26
4/28

Name
Tom & Joan Baldwin
Gary & Chris Brandt
Scott & Lori Steward
Conrad & Jane Welch

Years
62
51
35
9

Is your name missing?

4/15

John Lyon

4/18

Marguerite Watkins

4/19

Kristin Knight

4/19

Tom Walters

4/20

Terri Kunath

4/21

Joyce Cochell

Although we try to include the names of all members
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, we occasionally miss
someone.
Please let us know of any errors or omissions so we can
do better next year! This information is taken from the official
church records, so please make sure that your data is up to
date and complete.

Bob Wehmueller
4/22

Pastor Andrew
Joanna Garand

4/23

Loren Vickers

4/26

Cheryl Aller
Annette Kindt

4/28

Jane Welch

4/30

Ken Jensen

DID YOU KNOW we have a facebook® page?
LIKE our Facebook page and keep touch. Search for
“shepherdcrossville" in Facebook to quickly get to
the page and then click the "Like" button!

Please refer to the weekly SOTH Notes
updates on services, meetings and gatherings.

A full SOTH calendar can found on the SOTH
website.
www.shepherdcrossville.org
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GROWTH

Salli Lemke. Chairman

We have already received donations for the auction. Available items will range from antiques, hand crafted one of a kinds: fabric, glass, jewelry, and wood, a clown party, dinner for
4 prepared by Stella Beabout, gift cards to various restaurants and businesses in the area. If
you have a new item you would like to regift, we will gratefully receive it.
If you love the thrill of the hunt, you are most welcomed
to join the team in contacting local businesses for their donations to our auction. Proceeds from our fundraiser will be
used to support several local charities. Please see Salli
Lemke, Jan Simko or Sue Cox if you would like to help in this
endeavor.

A True Leader
Leadership is a quality learned by very few. A quality developed by the hard working and true. A true
soul whom devotes their time encouraging one another. The great ones are found, seeking God on their
knees. Leadership is all about coaching a friend. Developing skills, talents and character deep within. Lifting one up toward their goals and dreams surely guarantees they will be a faithful part of the team.
Real leaders think about the needy. Real leaders give all they have. To them it is like planting a seed.
The great leaders put the needs of others way above their own. They realize that giving is what makes
them well known. They are devoted to encouraging and helping others out. Always lending a hand in time
of need. They cheer and support you when you may find doubt, doubting your talents, abilities and course
of action. True leaders coach and continue to train. Train in ways that will help everyone succeed and accomplish great deeds. Leaders are like eagles. They are found one at a time. Flying high above the average bird in the sky. They rise above all adversity and soar in the wind. They look to one source and on God
they depend. Thank You! Pastor Andrew for being a Very True Leader to your Flock.
We found true leadership on the very first day of spring on March 20th. We had a very successful turn
out at the Conference Center in FFG, when Pastor Andrew presented his Atonement Bible Study to 47
SOTH members & 10 non-members. We greatly appreciate all that you do for everyone at our church and
how you welcome all new guests. We continue to grow due to your graciousness. You are a great example
of God’s work, a “True Leader” indeed.
Salli Lemke & our Growth Team
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Thrivent Community Outreach

2021

Mary Beck,

HOUSE OF HOPE
Plans are being made to provide toiletry bags to the children in the Cumberland County
Foster Care Program at Christmas. In 2020 there were 612 children on the House of Hope Angel Tree. The need is great in Cumberland County, and House of Hope does an amazing job
providing services to these children and their foster parents throughout the year.
The toiletry bags for boys and girls age 1-11 will include body wash, shampoo, comb/
brush, body lotion, hairbands, washcloth, toothbrush, toothpaste, chap stick, Kleenex.
The toiletry bags for boys and girls 12-18 will include body wash/soap, shampoo/conditioner,
body lotion, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb/brush, washcloth, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, hairbands, nail file, chap stick, deodorant.
Two items will be featured in the newsletter each month, but all needed items can be donated at any time. There is currently a “community outreach" collection box by the credenza
near the mailboxes.
The organizing committee is Mary Beck, leader, Linda Long and Sara Bradshaw. We are
looking for more committee members to help with this project. You can contact any of us to
join the committee. Our goal is to provide a toiletry
bag to all of the children on the House of Hope Angel
Tree at Christmas this year. As they say, “it takes a village", and Shepherd of the Hills is an awesome village
of loving and caring members. Together we can reach
this goal!
April collections will focus on toothbrushes and
toothpaste for both age groups. The items pictured
can be purchased at Dollar Tree stores.

We are so thankful that
our Bulletin Benders are getting
back on the track! Schedule is
on page 16.
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Our family members and friends in the service
of our country:

Thank you to everyone who checked in on us, sent cards and prayed for us during
our time with Covid. We finally turned a corner on Sunday and are so thankful to be feeling better. God's blessings to everyone!
Kristin & Tim Knight
I’m delighted to announce the arrival of Rowan Joseph Capobianco, my grand-niece
and baby Rowan are now home and doing well. We thank you all for your prayers and
your loving part in our happy ending.
Ingeli Matthews
Thank you for all your prayers, calls, meals, flowers, and cards. The treatments were successful and
Jan is cancer free. God is good and has blessed us through these past months. We are so blessed to belong to a wonderful, caring church. Thank you again for all your thoughts and prayers through out this time.
Jan & Earl Leschinski
Our prayers have been answered as my great grand-daughter Macey has received her new kidney. Thank you Lord for guiding the hands of the surgeon and nurses taking care of her. Special
thanks to all my brothers and sisters in Christ for all your prayers during her journey. Please continue on with your prayers as her journey is still not over. I pray that she will have no trouble accepting the kidney. Pat Wiedemann
The following is a thank you from my cousin Carol to my church for the prayers: “That was so wonderful of your beautiful church family to open their hearts in such a prayer. Thank you and please pass along
thanks to your wonderful pastor. Your congregation is truly blessed with his ministry among you. When I
saw Rob today he was sitting up and they have abated his pain. We are so very appreciative of all the prayers
and thoughts. You have such a wonderful church family and I feel we are fortunate to be members of it ‘in
absentia.”
I want to thank God and all you prayer warriors for two very successful eye surgeries. Jan Simko
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SAGE (Seniors Against Getting Elderly )

Pat Wiedemann, Chairman

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
On Sunday, April 18th after the second service, SAGE is inviting everyone to a Spring
Fling Luncheon. It is our intention to celebrate the coming of the warmer weather of the
spring season as well as a thank you for the blessings of receiving the vaccines. We are
hoping that by this date we will be able to fling our arms around each other in a well needed hug.
The menu will include sloppy joes, salad, dessert and beverages. We are in the process
of looking into having some entertainment to make it more fun. This Spring Fling is our
treat to you.
All you need to do is sign up and show up for a fun time. As usual, the a signup sheet is
available on the Gathering Place counter.
Meeting changes for the month of April:
The SAGE board meeting will be on Monday, April 12th @ 1:00 pm.
The Caregiver Coffee Hour will meet on Monday19th @ 2:00pm in the Family Room.

SINGLE……….But Never Alone!
The Shepherd’s Singles:
Watch for notices in SOTH Notes
about our group. We are hoping
things will improve in the near future so we can safely get together
again. Stay in touch. Keep praying
for a better 2021. Dorothy Buuck

Visiting Friends,
is a SOTH ministry making sure our members and their family members or
friends are remembered during health and personal trials. We make calls,
send cards and when available share Sunday flowers to brighten the days of those in need.
Please contact Catherine Peterson, 931-788-6914 or lcpete35@yahoo.com if you know
of someone that would benefit from our services or if you would like to join us in this
appreciated ministry.
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Altar Flowers
Do you have a special celebration or a
person who’s memory you want to honor?
You can do that and beautify our altar at the
same time.
We have worked with Food City’s Crossville Floral Department for quite sometime. They are
very affordable and as you see they do a fantastic job.
There is a sign up poster in the Narthex. Please order
your flowers by Wednesday prior to the Sunday you have
signed up for.
If you wish to share some of your flowers with those
who need up lifting, please contact Sue Cox or Catherine
Peterson of Visiting Friends and they will take them to
someone.
Barb Kleimola,
Altar Guild Chairman

Serving The Lord in
APRIL
4/01—4/04

Duty Elders

Unavailable at press time.

4/04
4/11

Tom & Joan Baldwin

4/18

Early Service

4/25

Date

4/1, 4/3
& 4/4

4/04

Team #

Members

4

Catherine Peterson,
Linda Caldwell, Sharon
Riharb

4/11 &
4/18

5

Ruth & Bob Worshik, Kathy
Buchtrup, Jan Leschinski,
Barb Keslin

4/25 &
5/2

1

Doris Smith, Sandy Dienst,
Sue Cox

Board of Stewardship
Worship

Attendance

4/11

Jim Hardy

Catherine Peterson

4/18

Tom Walters

Linda Winterroth

4/25

Kent Zunker

Jodi Bauer

Team # 2
Early Service
John Wedlund
Karan Wedlund
Janet Simko
Ed Leese
Sharon Leese

Late Service
Keith Moerdyk
Janet Moerdyk
Jim Schroeder
Jack Frazier
Gary Schroeder

Weekly YTD Offerings

2/21

168 (103)

$ 13,145.00 $ 119,831.58

2/28

170 (46)

$ 17,111.79 $ 106,686.58

3/07

213 (94)

$ 18,427.00 $ 138,258.58

3/14

Late Service

Bulletin Benders

Sunday

Fold Date

Team

4/04

4/01

Lloyd & Leora Miller

4/11

4/09

Beth & Carolyn Gigg

4/18

4/16

Naiad Kuhlman & Liz Middleton

4/25

4/23

Kristin Knight
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SOTH BIBLE STUDIES AND ONLINE RESOURCES
Weekly Bible Studies
Sunday Bible Study - This bible study occurs on Sundays between services (9:15-10:10am) in the Fellowship Hall led by Pastor
Andrew. We will be continuing “the Gospel According to Mark”. This is a great time to meet new people, learn a thing or two
from Pastor Andrew, and enjoy any number of side topics that pop up during the bible study hour!
Sunday New Member Bible Study – This bible study occurs on Sundays between services (9:15-10:10am) in the Fellowship Hall Extension Room and is led by Pastor John and is entitled, “I Have Good News for You”. While this Bible
study is designed for those who are new to Christianity and/or the Lutheran faith, it will be highly informative and
enjoyable for all.
Small Group Bible Study – This group meets weekly on Mondays at 10am in Classroom 1. They are currently studying
“The Life of David”. Janet Simko leads this group. Please contact Janet for more information at 931-200-1777.
Pastor John’s Bible Study – This bible study meets every Wednesday at 10:15am after the mid-week shortened service. Pastor
John is currently presenting The Gospel According to St John.
Neff Bible Study - This bible study is held every Friday from 1-3pm in The Fellowship Hall Classroom B. It was started by Bob
Neff (China missionary) many years ago and he handed over the reins to Craig Jannusch to continue the tradition. They are
currently studying the book of Matthew and then they will be studying Habakkuk.. Please check the weekly Newsletter bulletin
insert for any changes in the schedule. Contact Craig Jannusch for more information at 931-707-5079.

Other Bible Studies
Fairfield Glade Bible Study - This bible study is held in Fairfield Glade on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 7pm. Please
check the weekly Newsletter bulletin insert for location and schedule changes. Fred Mundt and Craig Jannusch take turns leading the bible study using a Concordia Study Guide. Contact Craig Jannusch for more information at 931-707-5079. This bible
study is currently postponed due to COVID.
Deborah Circle - This women's bible study group has been going strong of over 20 years! It was created for women who
are unable to attend daytime bible studies (for any number of reasons). The group is currently studying Women of the
Bible. This bible study meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in Classroom 1. Contact Mary Beck for more
information at 931-261-2808.
Online Resources
Sunday School Lessons – These include Study and Leader Guides in each downloadable file. They are great for a self-guided bible
study. Be careful if you print out a file, because they have upwards of 100 pages.
They can be downloaded at: http://tinyurl.com/sothssfolder
Shepherd of the Hills Online Sermons - shepherdofthehills.buzzsprout.com
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS) - www.lcms.org
Bible Studies and Devotions - www.lcms.org/worship/bible-studies
Description: This is our Synod's website with downloadable bible studies and devotions.
Lutheran Hour Ministries - www.lhm.org
The Lutheran Hour - www.lutheranhour.org
Description: This website provides online devotions, daily devotions and The Lutheran Hour Radio Broadcast. An app is available
for your phone so you can easily do a bible study on the go!
Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) - www.lwml.org
Bible Studies - www.lwml.org/bible-studies
Mustard Seed Devotions - www.lwml.org/mustard-seed-devotions
Description: This website is tailored to women and provides access to multiple bible studies and devotions.
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - www.wels.net
Devotions - wels.net/serving-you/devotions
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Property Crew

“Old people doing young people’s work.”

John Wedlund, Chairman

“We work hard with our own hands”. 1 Corinthians 4: 12
So very proud I am with our “Property crew”. They had a tough
task removing 12 storm windows that cover the stain class windows
around the church sanctuary. The old storm windows have been there
since the church was built, and were showing their age. The wood
frames were rotting, the caulk was falling to the ledge between the
two windows. The plexiglass was faded. The removal was a labor intense job, whereas the storm window frames were glued to the stain
glass metal frames. The cold weather did not help, but our guys “got
er done”. Bill Caldwell volunteered to build new storm windows.
A special birthBless his heart.
day celebration for the
We have another big job going on right now. There is 2 storage
fearless leader of our
Property Crew.
rooms adjacent to the choir loft and choir practice room. One of the
storage rooms had a temporary flooring system. Our guys are removing
the temporary one and installing a permanent floor. The permanent floor will be better for
the planned IT room in that area.
The warmer Spring and Summer weather will give us a chance to finish up the work
needed on the 2 exterior walls that we insulated and installed siding on a part of the Family
Life Center building last year.
We will get back to out door work, such as mowing the grass, weed control, maintaining
shrubs and bushes, painting, etc.
May the Good Lord keep our workers healthy and safe from any injury in their work.

Phil Winterroth and
Paul Krueger hard
at work!

What great
teamwork. Jon &
Susie Powers, Jim
Hardy, Ed Leese,
Paul Krueger and
Lee Walter replacing the plexiglass
protection for the
stained glass windows.
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Shepherd’s Little Flock

Sabrina Gunderson, Director

What’s Happened Spring has blessed us with abundant growth. Every classroom is filled and with appropriate staffing. We are all staying healthy and well. We continue our COVID safety practices but are starting to
relax some of our regulations. If we need to put some rules back in place for the safety of our staff and children again, we will.
What’s Happening –We will have an Easter Egg hunt for the children at 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, April 1 st. It is
not an April Fools Joke either. LOL . As always, church friends and families are welcome to visit here.
Focus on the Flock– Celebrating a birthday this month:
We Wish Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to:
Anakin who will be 4 on the 18th
Atlas who will be 4 on the 19th
Charlie who will 4 on the 22nd
Nora who will be 2 on the 24th
Creative Curriculum –
Our religion curriculum focus: Easter
The letters for the month is: Ll and Ee
Our themes will be: Easter
Our monthly Bible verse is: Matthew 19:14 I am the way the truth and the life
Remember- We will be closed on Friday, April 2nd in observance of Good Friday!
Staff Recognition - We would like to recognize two of our staff members.
Renee Roberts who is our lead teacher in the Toddler Class and has been with SLF for 4 years.
Renee started as our toddler teacher assistant and has moved up to the lead teacher position. In the time
that she has been with us she has gotten married and has 2 children, one is attending SLF. She has finished
her CDA and Technical degree in Early Childhood. She is working on her Association of Infant Mental
Health in Tennessee credential. We are so glad she is with us.
Jennifer Miller who is one of the greatest toddler openers of all time. She has been with SLF for 4
years. In that time, we have watched her little boy grow up and see how beautiful her stepdaughter has
become. She attended college and received her CDA and Technical degree in Early Childhood. She is continuing her education and working on her Association of Infant Mental Health in Tennessee credential. We
are so happy to have her part of our team.
Thank you –

We are so grateful for our maintenance workers for all their hard work. We value your

efforts so much and the children love seeing you!
With the Love of Jesus,
Shepherd’s Little Flock Staff
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STEWARDSHIP

Jan Simko, Contributor

What a Blessing to Plateau Pregnancy Services
Your response to our Lenten project for the Plateau Pregnancy
Services need for supplies for their clients overwhelmed them.
Your generosity surpassed their expectations.

Sheri Nichols, the director of PPS, will be coming to our church sometime after Easter to share more about their services and how we were
able to help them in a time of need and how we can be of help in the future.

Be sure to check the SOTH Notes for more details.
Assimilation:

History and Fiber Arts
Earl Leschinski has taught 3
history classes so far. The classes
have been very interesting and
informative. If you want to learn
more about our history, join us.
It’s free.

Reports

ATTENTION:
All Knitters/Crocheters/Users of any
type of sewing needle

Marsha Guckenberger and Liz Middleton joined Lisa Liedberg for latest
class for “needle” arts. Liz is making
Be sure to check out the dis- socks for non service
play boards in the Gathering members to help keep
Place for updates on all of the their feet warm. Marsha is hand knitting, I
Assimilation groups activities.
didn’t know that you
could that! Marsha will have to show off her finished product.
They meet the 1st Monday of the month in Fellowship Hall. If you do anything thing that involves
a needle (sewing, knitting etc) you are invited to
join them. We would love to have others join
us. We’re get together the first Monday of each
month. If you would like to learn how to knit or
crochet let Lisa know and she will bring needed
supplies for your lesson.
21

Board of Christian Education

Pastor John, Chairman

In Jesus’ “Great Commission,” He commanded His disciples saying,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20

Bible Studies at SOTH
 Sunday: 9:15am, “The Gospel According to St. Mark” led by Pastor Andrew
 Sunday: 9:15am, “I Have Good News for You” led by Pastor John
 Sunday 9:15am, First Communion & Confirmation Class Led by Cheri Kisly and Terry





Woodley
Tuesday: 5:30pm, The Deborah Circle Bible Study ley by Mary Beck (Resumes on the 3rd
Tuesday of March)
Wednesday: 10:30am, The Small Group Bible Study led by Janet Simko
Wednesday: 10:30am, “The Gospel According to St. John led by Pastor John
Friday: 1pm, The Neff Bible Study led by Craig Jannusch

Respectfully submitted in Christ,
Pastor John, Chair - BCE
Note: All these Bible studies are being held on the SOTH campus.

Luther’s Morning Prayer
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would Keep me this day also from sin and
every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.
Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no
power over me.
Amen
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We are Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church,
Missouri Synod
1461 Sparta Hwy
Crossville, TN 38572.
Phone: 931-484-3461
Fax: 931-707-0042
Email: soth@sothmail.org
Pray Requests: prayers@sothmail.org
Web Page: http://shepherdcrossville.org/
Online SOTH Sermons:
http://shepherdofthehills.buzzsprout.com/
Saturday Worship Service 4:00 PM
Sunday Worship Services
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Adult Bible Study
9:15-10:15 AM
Wednesday Worship Service
10:00 AM (Abbreviated, no music)

I am here, dear friends, to do my duty. I am eager to offer you the Most
Holy Sacrament of the Altar. Please feel free to come any time between
9 a.m. and 12 noon, Monday through Thursday, or any time by appointment. By the divine Call granted me (a servant most unworthy), you will receive Absolution and the Lord’s Body and Blood in Holy Communion. It is my
greatest joy to serve you in this way, especially during this pandemic which
has gripped the world with fear and brought all things to a halt, except the
Gospel, of course. As St. Paul says, “The Word of God is not chained!” (2 Timothy 2:9).

Be sure to check out the online resources for Bible studies on
page 12.
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I Love My Attorney!
After living what I felt was a 'decent' life, my time on earth came to it’s end. The first
thing I remember is sitting on a bench in the waiting room of what I thought to be a courthouse. The doors opened and I was instructed to come in and have a seat by the defense
table. As I looked around, I saw the 'prosecutor'. He was a villainous looking gent who
snarled as he stared at me. He was definitely the most evil person I had ever seen.
I sat down and looked to my left and there sat My Attorney, a kind and gentle looking
man whose appearance seemed so familiar to me, I felt I knew Him. The corner door opened and there appeared the Judge in full flowing robes. He commanded an awesome presence as He moved across the room. I
could not take my eyes off of Him. As He took His seat behind the bench, He said, 'Let us begin.'
The prosecutor rose and said, 'My name is Satan and I am here to show you why this man belongs in hell.'
He proceeded to tell of lies that I told, things that I stole, and in the past when I cheated others. Satan told of
other horrible perversions that were once in my life, and the more he spoke, the further down in my seat I
sank. I was so embarrassed that I could not look at anyone, even my own Attorney, as the Devil told of sins
that even I had completely forgotten about.
As upset as I was at Satan for telling all these things about me, I was equally upset at My Attorney who sat
there silently not offering any form of defense at all. I know I had been guilty of those things, but I had done
some good in my life - couldn't that at least equal out part of the harm I had done? Satan finished with a fury
and said, 'This man belongs in hell, he is guilty of all that I have charged and there is not a person who can
prove otherwise.'
When it was His turn, My Attorney first asked if He might approach the bench. The Judge allowed this,
over the strong objection of Satan, and beckoned Him to come forward. As He got up and started walking, I
was able to see Him in His full splendor and majesty. I realized why He seemed so familiar; this was Jesus representing me, my Lord and my Savior. He stopped at the bench and softly said to the Judge, 'HI, DAD,' and
then He turned to address the court. 'Satan was correct in saying that this man had sinned, I won't deny any of
these allegations. And, yes, the wage of sin is death, and this man deserves to be punished.'
Jesus took a deep breath and turned to His Father with outstretched arms and proclaimed, 'However, I
died on the cross so that this person might have eternal life and he has accepted Me as his Savior, so he is
Mine.' My Lord continued with, 'His name is written in the Book of Life, and no one can snatch him from Me.
Satan still does not understand that yet. This man is not to be given justice, but rather mercy.'
As Jesus sat down, He quietly paused, looked at His Father and said, 'There is nothing else that needs to be
done. I've done it all.'
The Judge lifted His mighty hand and slammed the gavel down. The following words bellowed from His
lips.....'This man is free. The penalty for him has already been paid in full. Case dismissed.'
I asked Jesus as He gave me my instructions where to go next, 'Have you ever lost a case?'

Christ lovingly smiled and said, 'Everyone that has come to Me and asked Me to
represent them has received the same verdict as you, Paid In Full.’
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