2021
Thoughts from Pastor John:

Assistant Pastor, John Beabout

Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills,
Do you think that you are open-minded? In the twenty-fourth chapter of
his Gospel, St. Luke writes, “Then He [Jesus] opened their [His disciples’] minds
to understand the Scriptures, and said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.’”
The “Good News” that Jesus defeated death, opened the grave, and rose to life was certainly joyous news for His disciples as it is for us as well. Yet, as important as it is, there is another opening that Jesus did that is just as important as His opening of the grave. It’s Jesus’
opening the minds of His disciples to understand the Scriptures.
And this too is “Good News!” For without this opening, the open tomb would be of no
benefit to them or to us. As eyewitnesses, the disciples needed their minds opened by Jesus
to the Word of God so that they could believe…so they could understand what the open
tomb means for them and all humanity.
That kind of open-mindedness is very different from the open-mindedness valued by our
world today. To the world, open-mindedness means to be open to all kinds of thinking, all
kinds of opinions, and all kinds of views. In other words, there is no such thing as absolute
truth. And therefore, we need to be open to all different interpretations and judgments.
Continued on page 2

Where is Pastor Andrew you ask?
For his birthday, he was given a month’s dispensation
from submitting an article to the Shepherd’s Staff! After all
it’s not every day you begin a new decade!
Where to find - Page 6

Pastor John, continued from page 1:
To be open-minded is to open your mind and let all sorts of things fill it – all kinds of worldly
wisdom…all kinds of enlightened thinking…all kinds of newly discovered so-called truths. We
are now living with the results of this open-minded worldview – with all these nuggets of
worldly wisdom, of enlightened thinking, of newly discovered truths that have been dumped
into human minds to mingle and mix and ferment together.
And what has been the result? The result has been confusion and doubt – “not” knowing
what to believe or think. “Not” knowing truth. And this seems to be the kind of confusion
and doubt that gripped the disciples after Jesus’ crucifixion and death.
When Jesus appeared to His disciples “they were startled and frightened and thought
they saw a spirit and doubts arose in their hearts.” Doubts arose in their hearts – the Greek
translation for “doubts” actually means “stirred up” – their hearts were stirred up. All kinds
of thoughts, and ideas, and worldly wisdom had been stirred up in their heads.
They didn’t know what to think. They didn’t know what to believe anymore. Could
someone live after he has died? Was Jesus really who He said He was? Why didn’t God save
Him? And so that very Easter day, he crucified and risen Jesus comes to His disciples and
opens their minds.
Only Jesus, through the power of the Holy Spirit can open the tombs of our minds and fill
them with the light of His Word and His truth. And only Jesus can open the tombs of our
minds and fill them with repentance, faith, and forgiveness.
The death and resurrection of Jesus have won the treasure of heaven and eternal life for
you. Through Word and Sacrament, the Holy Spirit has opened your mind to believe…to understand…to know truth…and to be empowered to share that “Good News” of the open
tomb that brings forgiveness, life and salvation.
Why? “Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!”
In Christ,
Pastor John

PS: Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills,
As of today, Wednesday, April 21, 2021, like Pastor Andrew, I too have pulled the plug on
my Facebook account. If you have something you would like to share, just email me, text me,
call me, or stop by church to see me any Monday, Wednesday, or Friday morning. If you see
any posts dated from 4/21/2021 forward with my name, it’s not from me.
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A note from our President

Nancy Burns

In a Rush? Stop….Pray!!!

It seems that I am always “in a rush” to get things done, be somewhere, remember something!!! Those
who know me well pray for me as I juggle many “balls in the air!” And, I am not as successful as Pastor Andrew or Atticus Abraham doing these tasks!!!
My prayer life is not as strong as it should be.... I am thankful for those “prayer warriors” that we have at
Shepherd of the Hills. God definitely hears us as we pray. I am thankful for the SOTH notes and prayer list
that we have. I do my best to stop and pray as I read the communication that we receive. My prayers run
throughout the day, as thoughts come to mind. I try to listen to God’s “nudges” or “Godwinks” as an author
recently said. But I am not always successful…I am very thankful that God understands, forgives me and loves
me no matter what.
I am very thankful for our Pastors, Secretary, Church Council and all of our volunteers. The tremendous
unity in Faith that we share makes our church work fulfilling, meaningful and pleasant!
It seems that life is most challenging when all of the “deadlines” occur simultaneously! I have to take a
step back and try to “catch my breath.” I am reminded of a Bible study on C. S. Lewis’ book, The Screwtape
Letters. Lewis, a Christian author describes the “peaks and valleys” of life I believe that many or all people
have “low spots” in life that seem overwhelming. Please remember to stop and pray during these times. Our
Lord Jesus will be there for YOU!
I believe that Dr. Victoria Williamson has written an article to highlight Early Childhood Ministry and
Shepherd’s Little Flock this month. Please remember to stop and pray for our ministry to the children, their
teachers, families and our community. Our day care has the reputation of being the best (and only full-time)
Christian day care in Cumberland County!
Just a note on picture selection: Pastor Andrew took this picture of my car when I was in a “rush” to
attend a meeting with him. (There was an empty parking lot!) Stop sign with landscape to remember God’s
beautiful world. A child praying since we are featuring Early Childhood Ministry and we are all God’s children!
Now, remember, if you are in a rush…stop…pray! Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is ALWAYS there for YOU!
Nancy
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The SOTH Celebration of Pastor Andrew’s
Milestone Birthday
Pastor John, Emcee

Taking care of our aging
Pastor. Is that Kristin photo
bombing Pastor’s moment!
The “roast” of Pastor
Andrew was more like
a tribute. Channeling
the love his congregation and family feels
for him and his
ministry.

The Doxology lead by
Stella Beabout to conclude this
wonderful celebration.
4

SOTH Picture Board

Easter Sunday 2021

Salli Lemke earned this
cat nap with her kitties!

What an Awesome Day!!
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The Sheepdogs Board

Wayne Croy, Chairman

Since April and May are active months for tornadoes, here are some
signs a tornado could be forming or approaching:
1. A dark greenish sky or clouds passing by rapidly.
2. Wall clouds or an approaching cloud of debris even if a funnel is
not visible.
3. Large hail often in the absence of rain.
4. Debris falling from the sky.
5. The wind may die down and the air may become very still, or
there is an intense wind shift after a dead calm.
6. A loud roar or rumble similar to a freight train or jet. Tornadoes are loud.
7. Tornadoes often come after a thunderstorm.
8. If at night you see bright ground flashes near a thunderstorm, (blue, green or white) it
may be a sign that a tornado is blowing out power transformers and power lines.

SOTH Lending Library

Did you know that we have a library filled with
books to borrow?
The library is located in hallway
across from the cry room. So if you are
tired of heading the Art Circle library in
town, check out what is available in the
church library.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS LADIES!
The LWML 2021 Convention
Date: June 24–27, 2021
Location: Lexington, Kentucky
Theme: Running the Race … Looking to Jesus
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God (Hebrews 12:12).

Scripture Verse:

Goal Statement: Looking to Jesus, we run the race set before us and
proclaim the joy of the Lord. For more details go to their website
https://www.lwml.org/2021-convention
Please see Debe Hinterman if you are interested in attending.
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Getting to Know Our Boards and Committees
Early Children Ministry Victoria Williamson, contributor
GOOD NEWS FROM SHEPHERD’S LITTLE FLOCK
The Lord has renewed blessings for our church and daycare flock again this Spring!
Firstly, we have been blessed to have so many dedicated, Christian women working at our daycare. Several of our teachers have received special awards and certificates through the state of
Tennessee. Because of their efforts throughout the pandemic months, we have regained our Three
Star Certification status. In addition, there were times when we were not sure if we could pay our
staff from one week to the next. However, our prayers were always answered and we were able to
pay our staff for 8 weeks during the shutdown. The staff stayed with us, worked at home, and we
are now financially sound and in good standing. God is good.
Secondly, following a vote of confidence from Pastor Abraham, Pastor Beabout, and our positive Nancy Burns, along with the Shepard’s Little Flock Council and staff, we will be seeking Lutheran Certification for our daycare. This is a leap of faith and an important step forward for our
church. The process will take a minimum of 3 years. The daycare staff will be doing their part and
church members will need to support this effort with prayers, time, talents and possible financial
support.
Finally, we are conducting Open House tours most Sundays after early and late services throughout April and May.
Please check the bulletin each Sunday for that information.
We hope all members will make every effort to see our expansion and upgrades. Hopefully, you will find an area where
your talents can make a difference with one of our church’s
largest missions.
Warmly in Christ,
Shepherd’s Little Flock
Board

Pictured are :
Renee Robert’s, Lisa Edmondson,
and Jennifer Miller, who recently
completed classes to receive their
certificates.
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Getting to Know Our Boards and Committees
Our Fellowship Committee

Charlene Jensen, Chairman

Welcome to the Fellowship Committee.
The job of this committee is to provide snacks and coffee to the Sunday morning Bible Studies held in the Fellowship Hall. We host on the first and third Sundays of the month. We also
provide lunches or snacks at funerals depending on what the family desires during their time of
loss. We will also provide help to other committees when needed.
At events like a funeral luncheon, Easter Breakfast or potlucks held throughout the year,
when you leave the “party” and the lights go out, the dishes still have to be done. These helpers
are the unsung heroes we don’t thank enough. They are an integral part of the equation to the
success of all the events held in the Fellowship Hall. If you don’t mind getting your hands wet,
this is the spot for you. Just think, if we get enough volunteers for this or any other need on the
Fellowship Committee, member participation can be spread out among all of our events.
At this time, we only have 4 members on our Committee and desperately need more. Not
all committee members will need to be at each Sunday or event that we host IF you are willing
to help out. We hold one meeting per month (time and day to be determined) but if meetings
are not your bag, you can still help us out.

Please consider joining us to serve our church in the best way possible.
Call Charlene Jensen at 262-685-7124 for more information.
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STEPHEN MINISTRY

Craig Jannusch, Stephen Ministry
Director

This month, something different from Stephen Ministry. You get to read part one of a true Stephen Ministry story, with part two coming next month.
Mark and I had been married 36 years. Our sons were 28 and 30. We loved being parents, but
when our younger son graduated from high school, we enjoyed being empty nesters and having
more time for each other.
A few years later, Mark began having stomach issues and back pain, which would linger for a
few days and then disappear, only to reappear later. He also developed a cough. When his doctor
ordered an MRI, the results were devastating — Stage IV pancreatic cancer, already in his liver and
both lungs. Mark was only 62.
Our lives were turned upside down. I suddenly found myself trying to provide emotional support to Mark and our sons during the worst experience any of us had ever endured. I wanted and
needed to keep myself together to focus on caring for Mark, but I was emotionally drained – full of
sadness and terrified of what the future held. I had always been a "take responsibility for everything
myself" kind of person. However, I knew I couldn't do this alone.
Come back next month to read what happened next!
A Stephen Minister is ready to walk with you and support you when you are in
need. Call that church office at 931-484-3461 or talk to Craig Jannusch to ask about
Stephen Ministry.

The Evening Prayer from Luther’s Small Catechism
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray
that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done

wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I
commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let your
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.
Amen
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GRAND EVENT: Assimilation on Pentecost Sunday
Dear Members of Shepherd of the Hills,
Just wanted you to know of a GRAND EVENT coming to our church on May
rd
23 , Pentecost Sunday!! Instead of our normal Bible Study, we will be using the
time in between our morning services to promote and advertise all our special
groups and activities at SOTH, and there are SO MANY!! We have groups that focus on hobbies and interests, we have groups that volunteer for church ministries,
we have groups that serve our church in varies and sundry ways. We want everyone to know of all the opportunities that we offer here at our church.
You have probably noticed that we have a few displays already in our Gathering Place promoting
activities and groups at SOTH. But there are so many more we want you and our visitors to know
about. We are strongly encouraging all our groups and committees to consider making a display similar to those set up in our Gathering Place. This will be YOUR opportunity to get others interested in
those things that are important to you. Even if you are representing an activity that does not require
new members at this time, still you should tell us all about what your team does. Even if you have an
interest that has not yet been explored here at SOTH, we want to know what you want us to know
about it. Even if your group is already well known and regularly advertised, still we want you to brag
about how awesome you are.
This is a project of the Assimilation Team, which strives to make all those who attend our services feel connected and experience that sense of belonging that everyone desires from their church
family. There won’t be a ton of rules to hold you back, so go nuts participating in this wonderful fair
that we are hosting. We will be giving out prizes for creativity, overall pazazz and success in drawing
others into inquiring about your display.
The newly formed subcommittee putting this thing together (as an Assimilation Team activity) is
made up of myself, Pastor John and Jerry Brown. We are eager to make this occasion as fun and as
successful as possible and we are ambitious to get as much participation as possible also. So, whether you choose to make a display or not, PLEASE COME and oh yeah, there will be plenty of fun stuff
to eat and drink.
God bless you!!
Pastor Andrew

Visiting Friends,
is a SOTH ministry making sure our members and their family members
or friends are remembered during health and personal trials. We make
calls, send cards and when available share Sunday flowers to brighten the days of those in need.
Please contact Catherine Peterson, 931-788-6914 or lcpete35@yahoo.com if you know of
someone that would benefit from our services or if you would like to join us in this appreciated ministry.
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MEMBERS CHALLENGED BY HEALTH AND MEDICAL PROBLEMS:
OUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS:

Our family members and friends in the service
of our country:

*

Bill is doing well! We're on our way home now. Thank God! Your prayers worked!
Thank you to everyone who took a moment of time out of their day to pray for Bill.
God's blessings to you all! Debe Hinerman

*

A Thank You from Pastor John:
Dear members of Shepherd of the Hills,
Thank you all so much for helping to make my birthday on March 24th such a special occasion.
Your cards, texts, emails, and FB postings with your kind words and gifts were so appreciated and
enjoyed! You are truly an amazing, awesome, and loving people, and I’m so thankful and blessed
to be a part of this incredible SOTH family and ministry. To God be the glory forever and ever!
In Christ,
Pastor John

*

Thank all of you for your prayers for my brother, Bruce Witt. He is out of ICU and transferred to another hospital
for intensive therapy. The damage from the stroke was very significant. He cannot talk or move his left side, and has
lost his sight in the left eye. The sight in his right eye was damaged from a previous stroke, so he is legally blind. It is
going to be a long road for him. Please continue to pray for him, his wife and children. Thank you.
Charlene Jensen.

*

A Thank you from Plateau Pregnancy Services:
Dear brothers and sisters at Shepherd of the Hills, Your church has supported us greatly so far this year. Your generosity brought us: $920.00 in monetary donations and approximately $2155.00 in material donations which
included: 36 pkgs of diapers, 44 pkgs of wipes, 9 bottles of infant pain meds,10 bottles of laundry detergent.
And a generous amount of food, cleaning products, paper products and much more. We thank you so much.
Your generosity is much appreciated.
In Christ, Sheri, Anita and Debbie.
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May Celebrations
Date

B
i
r
t
h
d
a
y
s

5/01
5/03
5/06

5/09
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/13
5/14
5/15

5/17
5/18

5/19
5/20
5/21

5/23
5/30
5/31

Name
Kathy Buchtrup
Don Guckenberg
Gail Anker
Bonnie Bailey
Tim Beneke
Sandra Demars
Carol Freeberg
Chuck Buchtrup
Gene Hinzman
Sue Ann Hilliard
Susie Powers
Dena Whitener
Chris Brandt
Jim Bandazewski
Marilyn Eberhardt
Alice Skewis
Myrtis Diaz
Earl Leschinski
Wayne Croy
Leora Miller
Joseph Pleinis
Jim Schroeder
Karan Wedlund
Jim Grogitsky
Ron Williamson
Craig Jannusch
Linda Long
Keith Moerdyk
Marlene Wilson
Rose Garchow
John Halliburton
Becky Quick

Anniversaries
Date
5/02
5/14
5/18
5/28
5/29
5/31

Name
Bernie & Karen Atwater
Russell & Sheri Manthey
Rich & Diane Soenen
Tom & Mary Lou Towers
Jim & Diane Corn
John & Tammy Halliburton

Years
14
39
47
60
28
41

Is your name missing?
Although we try to include the names of all members
celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, we occasionally miss
someone.
Please let us know of any errors or omissions so we can
do better next year! This information is taken from the official
church records, so please make sure that your data is up to
date and complete.

DID YOU KNOW we have a facebook® page?
LIKE our Facebook page and keep
touch. Search for “shepherdcrossville" in Facebook to quickly get to the page and then click the
"Like" button!

Please refer to the weekly SOTH Notes
updates on services, meetings and gatherings.

A full SOTH calendar can found on the
SOTH website.
www.shepherdcrossville.org
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Thrivent Community Outreach

2021

Mary Beck, Leader

HOUSE OF HOPE
Plans are being made to provide toiletry bags to the children in the Cumberland County
Foster Care Program at Christmas. In 2020 there were 612 children on the House of Hope Angel Tree. The need is great in Cumberland County, and House of Hope does an amazing job
providing services to these children and their foster parents throughout the year.
The toiletry bags for boys and girls age 1-11 will include body wash, shampoo, comb/
brush, body lotion, hairbands, washcloth, toothbrush, toothpaste, chap stick, Kleenex.
The toiletry bags for boys and girls 12-18 will include body wash/soap, shampoo/conditioner,
body lotion, toothbrush, toothpaste, comb/brush, washcloth, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, hairbands, nail file, chap stick, deodorant.
Two items will be featured in the newsletter each month, but all needed items can be donated at any time. There is currently a “community outreach" collection box by the credenza
near the mailboxes.
The organizing committee is Mary Beck, leader, Linda Long and Sara Bradshaw. We are
looking for more committee members to help with this project. You can contact any of us to
join the committee. Our goal is to provide a toiletry bag to all of the children on the House
of Hope Angel Tree at Christmas this year. As they say, “it takes a village", and Shepherd of
the Hills is an awesome village of loving and caring members. Together we can reach this
goal!
Our May collections will focus on teen boys and girls. Toiletries, include body wash/soap, shampoo/conditioner, body lotion,
toothbrush, toothpaste, comb/brush, washcloth, Kleenex, hand
sanitizer, hairbands, nail file, chap stick, deodorant.

The Ascension of our Lord
The Ascension is the closing chapter of Easter. After forty days of appearing to His disciples and comforting them that He truly rose from the dead,
Jesus ascended into heaven not only as God but also as man. We observe
this event by celebrating the Ascension of Our Lord, which always falls on
a Thursday.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly
to all Hs disciples and in their sight was taken up into heaven that He
might make us partakers of His divine life.
(Taken from “A SIMPLE EXPLANATION of the CHURCH YEAR)
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GROWTH

Salli Lemke. Chairman

When we pray God hears more than we say, answers more then we ask,
gives more than we imagine in his own time & in his OWN way…
The Bird Dog Fundraiser: Working together to keep our children & grandchildren safe! The marketing
research firm which was headed by Diane Duncan came to our Fellowship Hall on March 21st. Which specializes in the field testing of child safety products. For over 50 years they have successfully tested the effectiveness of child resistant closures. Testing age was 50-70. On that Sunday many adults were tested, the
time commitment was minimal. This is a fund raiser actually works to help save lives. The outcome was surprising, we made $255. In a couple months, Diane will be back with different safety products for us to test.
Nothing liberates our greatness more than the desire to help & the desire to serve.
Easter Celebration: A small team on Saturday put together an amazing flowering cross due to the
gracious giving of flowers that were donated on Good Friday & Saturday morning by our members. I was
overwhelmed with your generosity. We wanted a breath taking cross and that is what appeared on Easter
morning. We also created over 20 arrangements for the Fellowship Hall, the church and on Monday we
delivered the flowers to bring comfort to the lonely, someone who recently lost a loved one, and to brighten
the days of residents at Dominion and Cumberland Hospice House. Along with the help of Barb Kleimola,
Sue Cox, Sue Hilliard, Janet Moerdyk, Ed Lemke & the Elders the church looked stunning. One of the most
uplifting services that we ever attended.
During Holy Week the attendance was close to 300, with several visitors attending. The music, the sermons will be a very cherished memory in many hearts. Thank You! to all that everyone gives so graciously in
his name.
In a few weeks, the Growth team will be offering golf hats and shirts with a new SOTH logo for our
church. When we reach 20-25 pre-paid orders, the order will be placed. We hope to have a sample of this
shirt and cap at your disposal very soon.
We are still in the process of collecting Silent and Live Auction items for the October Western Event. If
you love the thrill of the hunt, you are most welcomed to join the team in contacting local businesses for
their donations to our auction. If you have an item to donate please contact: Salli Lemke, Jan Simko, or Sue
Cox.

When we accept tough jobs as a challenge and wade
into them with joy and enthusiasm miracles can happen.

Be sure to check out page 5 for pictures of
our Easter celebration.
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SAGE (Seniors Against Getting Elderly )

Pat Wiedemann, Chairman

I am happy to report that our Spring Fling Luncheon aka Pastor Andrew’s surprise 50th birthday party went off without a hitch. It was a challenge to promote the event without letting the
surprise out. Pastor said he had no idea what was gong on. Thank you to those few who knew
and did not let anything slip out and to members of the congregation who signed up for the
luncheon. Our headcount for the event was 80. I am sure that it will be a party that will be talked
about for years to come. Thank you Lord for the blessing of a group of people that only serve as
Board members but also a team that works together to make sure things happen.
Jane and Pete Kampion will be moving soon and will no longer have need of the ramp. She
will give Paul Krueger a call when they are ready to have us pick it up. Paul will call me so that I
can help get a crew together. It is the plan to put it back in the trailer as there are extra parts for
the ramp stored there now.
I also have done some ground work with the VA to see how to get another ramp if we should
ever need one. Once my information is compiled and completed I will report back to council.
It is nice to see that the Shepherd’s Singles group has started up meeting again after a long
layoff due to the pandemic.
Sage Board will meet on Monday, May 17, @1:00pm in Classroom 1.
Caregiver Coffee Hour will meet on Wednesday, May 19, @ 2:00pm in the Family Room .

Both meetings are open to interested parties.

SINGLE……….But Never Alone!

The Shepherd’s Singles:

HOORAY! We have finally been able to restart
our Singles get togethers and are making plans for future lunches together. Six ladies
brought their own lunch to the Gathering Room on April 9 to restart our luncheons together. We practiced social distancing and had a great time.
Shepherd’s Singles is a way for singles in our congregation to meet for lunches and enjoy one another’s company. It is open to all singles, unmarried, widowed or alone without
a partner to join in fellowship and enjoyment. We meet every other month on the second
Friday at different restaurants at 11:15. This gives those who attend the Friday Bible class
time to join us and still make the class in time. We are very open to suggestions about
meeting places and you can talk to Doris Smith or me about your ideas. Watch SOTH Notes
for further info about the next meeting on June 11.
DorothyBuuck
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Altar Flowers
Do you have a special celebration or a
person who’s memory you want to honor?
You can do that and beautify our altar at the
same time.
We have worked with Food City’s Crossville Floral Department for quite sometime. They are
very affordable and as you see they do a fantastic job.
There is a sign up poster in the Narthex. Please order
your flowers by Wednesday prior to the Sunday you have
signed up for.
If you wish to share some of your flowers with those
who need up lifting, please contact Sue Cox or Catherine
Peterson of Visiting Friends and they will take them to
someone.
Barb Kleimola,
Altar Guild Chairman

Serving The Lord in
MAY
5/01 Doug Aller
Duty
5/02 Steve Mclelland
5/08 Terry Woodley
5/09 Bob Moosekian
5/16 Keith Moerdyk
5/23 Fred Mundt
Communion Assistants:
5/02 Doug Aller/ Fred Mundt
5/09 Tom Baldwin/Rick Beyer

Elders

5/02
5/09
5/16

Wayne & Carla Croy
Early Service

Late Service

5/02

Karan Wedlund

Janeth Moerdyk

5/09

Dan Kisly

Robert Skewis

5/16

Kevin Troyano

Carol Jannusch

5/23

John Beck

Sue Kelly Graham

5/30

Linda Schmacher

Janet Frazier

5/23
5/30

Jim & Dianne Corn

Date

Team #

Members

5/2

1

Doris Smith, Sandy Dienst
Sue Cox

5/09
& 16

2

5/23
& 30

3

Marianne Langeland, Craig &
Carol Jannusch, Janeth
Moerdyk, Susie Powers
Ingeli Matthews, Janet Fraizer,
Salli Lemke

Board of Stewardship
Worship

Attendance

Weekly YTD Offerings

3/14
179 (34)
$11,171.79 $149,430.37
3/21
182 (63)
$12,281.00 $161,711.37
3/28
190 (28)
$ 5,896.00 $167,607.37
4/02
115
(Good Friday)
4/03
43
(Easter Vigil)
4/04
280
$29,379.50 $196,986.87
4/11
164
$ 6,842.00 $203,828.87
4/18
222
$21,641.27 $225,470.14
(125) The number of views on the streamed services.
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Team # 3
Early Service

Late Service

Tom Baldwin
Sue Cox
Jim Hardy
Kent Zunker

Don Guckenberger
Chuck Buchtrup
Kathy Buchtrup
Linda Caldwell
Tim Knight

Bulletin Benders
Fold Date

Team

4/30

Dana Burger & Linda Swanson

5/07

Beth & Carolyn Gigg

5/14

Naiad Kuhlman & Liz Middleton

5/23

Kristin Knight & Linda Schumacher

5/28

Lloyd & Leora Miller

SOTH BIBLE STUDIES AND ONLINE RESOURCES
Weekly Bible Studies
Sunday Bible Study - This bible study occurs on Sundays between services (9:15-10:10am) in the Fellowship Hall led by Pastor
Andrew. We will be continuing “the Gospel According to Mark”. This is a great time to meet new people, learn a thing or two
from Pastor Andrew, and enjoy any number of side topics that pop up during the bible study hour!
Sunday New Member Bible Study – This bible study occurs on Sundays between services (9:15-10:10am) in the Fellowship Hall Extension Room and is led by Pastor John and is entitled, “I Have Good News for You”. While this Bible
study is designed for those who are new to Christianity and/or the Lutheran faith, it will be highly informative and
enjoyable for all.
Small Group Bible Study – This group meets weekly on Wednesdays in Classroom 2. They have completed their study of
the Life of David and will resume on May 12th studying “Book of Proverbs”. Please contact Janet Simko for more information.
Pastor John’s Bible Study – This bible study meets every Wednesday at 10:15am after the mid-week shortened service. Pastor
John is currently presenting The Gospel According to St John.
Neff Bible Study - This bible study is held every Friday from 1-3pm in The Fellowship Hall Classroom B. It was started by Bob
Neff (China missionary) many years ago and he handed over the reins to Craig Jannusch to continue the tradition. They are
currently studying the book of Matthew and then they will be studying Habakkuk.. Please check the weekly Newsletter bulletin
insert for any changes in the schedule. Contact Craig Jannusch for more information.
Other Bible Studies
Fairfield Glade Bible Study - This bible study is held in Fairfield Glade on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month at 7pm. Please
check the weekly Newsletter bulletin insert for location and schedule changes. Fred Mundt and Craig Jannusch take turns leading the bible study using a Concordia Study Guide. Contact Craig Jannusch for more information at 931-707-5079. This bible
study is currently postponed due to COVID.
Deborah Circle - This women's bible study group has been going strong of over 20 years! It was created for women who
are unable to attend daytime bible studies (for any number of reasons). The group is currently studying Women of the
Bible. This bible study meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 5:30pm in Classroom 1. Contact Mary Beck for more
information.
Online Resources
Sunday School Lessons – These include Study and Leader Guides in each downloadable file. They are great for a self-guided bible
study. Be careful if you print out a file, because they have upwards of 100 pages. They can be downloaded at :
http://tinyurl.com/sothssfolder
Shepherd of the Hills Online Sermons - shepherdofthehills.buzzsprout.com
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod (LCMS) - www.lcms.org
Bible Studies and Devotions - www.lcms.org/worship/bible-studies
Description: This is our Synod's website with downloadable bible studies and devotions.
Lutheran Hour Ministries - www.lhm.org
The Lutheran Hour - www.lutheranhour.org
Description: This website provides online devotions, daily devotions and The Lutheran Hour Radio Broadcast. An app is available for
your phone so you can easily do a bible study on the go!

Lutheran Women in Mission (LWML) - www.lwml.org
Bible Studies - www.lwml.org/bible-studies
Mustard Seed Devotions - www.lwml.org/mustard-seed-devotions
Description: This website is tailored to women and provides access to multiple bible studies and devotions.
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod - www.wels.net
Devotions - wels.net/serving-you/devotions Description: This website has devotions and bible studies as well as an app for your
phone so you can listen/read daily devotions on the go.
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Property Crew

“Old people doing young people’s work”

John Wedlund, Chairman

I don’t know why when every week I prepare a work sheet for our “Property grew” the
work sheet does not get shorter. It is not that the guys and gals aren’t getting things done.
When we meet on Tuesdays they are busy and they work hard (many times some things are
done on other days too). So what happens is that new work requests are received or jobs
“pop up” during the week. I guess that is what happens when you have a lot facilities and
grounds to take care of.
The guys working on the new IT room located on the second floor of the church building
have been doing a great job. Still there is work to do on the project.
Bill Caldwell did a great job in building new storm windows that will cover the stain glass
windows in the sanctuary. There are 12 storm windows, each are 10 feet high.
Superior Lawn Service will continue to mow the grass around church property. Our property grew takes care of the grass in the SLF playground area. Hats off to Denny Barber and
Lee Walter ,they sprayed the entire lawns with a herbicide on a very chilly day. We are not
fans of dandelions.
Our “Property gals” are doing a wonderful job taking care of the rose bushes and other
bushes. I am looking forward to many beautiful roses this year.
We are doing some other outdoor work now, whereas “Spring has sprung”. Though some
days we wonder. Brrrrrr.
We welcome any church members to join us, especially if you have electrical, carpentry,
plumbing, painting experience. You are welcome even if you just want to help. We don’t say
no to volunteers.
Thanks to the Lord. He has blessed us with beautiful facilities and their caretakers.

Lee Walter and Denny Barber working on
the new tech room.
Lee Walter and Earl Leschinski staining
the sandbox wood border.
Contractor fixing the SLF fence.
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Shepherd’s Little Flock

Sabrina Gunderson, Director

What’s Happened – The Association of Infant Mental Health in Tennessee and Child Care Resource and Referral along with Shepherd’s Little Flock and Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church would like to recognize 3
of our staff for receiving their Infant Mental Health endorsement. Congratulations to Lisa Edmondson, Jennifer Miller, and Renee Roberts. These ladies are the first in East Tennessee to receive this endorsement. It
was a lengthy process, with a lot of reading and writing papers. We are so grateful and proud for their dedication to our children and in our community.
What’s Happening – We will be celebrating our mother’s this month. Each classroom is making a special
mother’s day present. We hope that next year we will be able to celebrate with a tea and cookie party.
We are getting ready for the parent/teacher conferences the week of May 17th through the 21st.
Please, sign up and attend.
Focus on the Flock– Celebrating a birthday this month:
We Wish Happy Birthday and God’s blessings to:
Chloe who will be 3 on the 1st
Airastella who will be 3 on the 3rd
Ace who will be 2 on the 15th
Phoenix who will be 3 on the 21st
Ben T. who will be 3 on the 22nd
Harper who will be 1 on the 22nd
Connor who will be 3 on the 27th
Milo who will be 2 on the 28th
Congratulations to the Hunt family. Riley is a big brother. Little Brother was born 3 weeks early on Saturday, April 10th. Everyone is doing well.
Creative Curriculum –
Our religion curriculum focus: Resurrection – Jesus Appears
The letter for the month is: Mm, Xx, Yy and Zz
Our themes will be: Mother Day, Our Senses and Farm Animals
Our monthly Bible verse is: Exodus 20:12 Honor your mother and your father
Remember- We will be closed on Monday, May 29th in observance of Memorial Day.
Staff Recognition - We would like to recognize our super sub-Suzie this month. She has been filling in where
and when needed. Including being called at 5 a.m. to come in at 6:15 a.m. to help open the center. We want
to thank her for the flexibility in doing and going where it is needed.
Thank you – Brandon Cobb for coming and fixing our leaky dishwasher. Flooring Technologies for the wonderful cleaning of the carpets in the school.
With the Love of Jesus,
Shepherd’s Little Flock Staff
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STEWARDSHIP

Jan Simko, Contributor

What a Blessing to Plateau Pregnancy Services
Sheri Nichols, the director of PPS, will be here on
Sunday, May 2nd to address the congregation. She will share
with us more about their services and how we were able to
help them in a time of need and how we can be of help in the
future.
(Please see their thank you note on page 11)

2021 SLF Annual Fundraiser
“VIRTUAL” Golfing!
Purchase a round(s) of golf at FFG for $36 per round (FFG preferred member rate) thru
the end of April. Coupons will be available May 1st.
Coupons Redeemable at any FFG golf course.
For those who live in FFG, you can purchase rounds of golf at the
same preferred member price and still benefit SLF! Coupons can be
used for any guests that will be visiting! For non-FFG members it is a
great deal! You can buy rounds of golf at preferred member pricing and
coupons can be used on any FFG golf course.
Contact FFG Central Tee Times at 931-484-3729 up to 7 days in advance of your preferred tee
time and turn your coupon in to the pro-shop when you check-in!
Please make checks payable to Shepherds Little Flock.
Please submit checks to SLF, Keith Moerdyk or mail to:
SLF Golf Outing
1461 Sparta Hwy.
Crossville, TN 38572
Questions? Please call Keith Moerdyk @ 931-261-2325 (be prepared to leave a message)
or email: keithmoerdyk@gmail.com
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Board of Christian Education

Pastor John, Chairman

In Jesus’ “Great Commission,” He commanded His disciples saying,
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you
always, to the end of the age. Matthew 28:19-20
All Bible studies except the Fairfield Glade Bible study are meeting as
scheduled. Confirmation Class will resume in May. And our KICK group is active and meeting
once again. Because of the impact of the second wave of Covid-19, it was decided that it
would be best for us to cancel VBS for this June and place all of our efforts into planning and
organizing VBS for June 2022.
*Sunday: 9:15am, “The Gospel According to St. Mark” led by Pastor Andrew
*Sunday, 9:15am, “I Have Good News for You” led by Pastor John
*Tuesday: 5:30pm, The Deborah Circle Bible Study ley by Mary Beck (Third Tuesday only)
*Wednesday: 10:30am, The Small Group Bible Study led by Janet Simko
*Wednesday: 10:30am, “The Gospel According to St. John led by Pastor John
*Friday: 1pm, The Neff Bible Study led by Craig Jannusch
*Fairfield Glade Bible Study (Has yet to resume – Date and time to be determined)
In closing, we rejoice and give thanks to the Lord. On Easter Sunday at the 10:30am service, Atticus Abraham and Liam Jordan received their First Holy Communion. A special thank
you goes out to their teachers, Cheri Kisly and Terry Woodley!
In Christ,
Pastor John
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We are Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church,
Missouri Synod
1461 Sparta Hwy
Crossville, TN 38572.
Phone: 931-484-3461
Fax: 931-707-0042
Email: soth@sothmail.org
Pray Requests: prayers@sothmail.org
Web Page: http://shepherdcrossville.org/
Online SOTH Sermons:
http://shepherdofthehills.buzzsprout.com/
Saturday Worship Service 4:00 PM
Sunday Worship Services
8:00 AM and 10:30 AM
Adult Bible Study
9:15-10:15 AM
Wednesday Worship Service
10:00 AM (Abbreviated, no music)

I am here, dear friends, to do my duty. I am eager to offer you the Most
Holy Sacrament of the Altar. Please feel free to come any time between
9 a.m. and 12 noon, Monday through Thursday, or any time by appointment. By the divine Call granted me (a servant most unworthy), you will receive Absolution and the Lord’s Body and Blood in Holy Communion. It is my
greatest joy to serve you in this way, especially during this pandemic which
has gripped the world with fear and brought all things to a halt, except the
Gospel, of course. As St. Paul says, “The Word of God is not chained!” (2 Timothy 2:9).

Be sure to check out the online resources for Bible studies on
page 12.
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